
 
  



 
 

 

 

Restrooms 
If you need a restroom, exit the sanctuary through the door at the front to the right of the 

pulpit.  The women’s restroom is just off the foyer.  The men’s restroom is down the 

hallway from the foyer on the right. 

Nursery 
We welcome children of all ages in worship; however, a nursery is available for infants and 

toddlers under four years old who may need it.  Please see an usher for assistance. 

Hearing Support 
We have hearing assistive technology that connects via bluetooth available.  Check with 

an usher for an instruction card to help you connect. 

Visual Support – Large Print Hymnals & Bulletins 
Large print hymnals and bulletins are available.  The hymnals are located on the side table 

to the right of the pulpit at the front of the sanctuary.  Ushers can help you locate both 

the hymnals and the bulletins as needed. 

Connect + Grow + Serve  

 

Use this QR code (or www.AvonUMC.net/HereIAm) to go online to let us 

know you’re here, enter a prayer request, and/or make a contribution.  

You can also access volunteer opportunities, wish lists to support our local 

outreach, and/or sign up to provide flowers in honor/memory of someone 

one Sunday on the altar in worship. 

Worship Credit 
Our Worship Series for Lent, which includes prayers and artwork, is inspired by A Sanctified 

Art LLC (sanctifiedart.org). 

The art on the front of the bulletin cover is titled Fuera ICE by Nicolette Faison.  



 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent | March 15, 2026 
_____________________________________________ 

Prelude 

Chiming of the Hour 

Call to Worship 

Welcome & Opening Prayer Steve Thomas 

* Opening Hymn No. 141 Children of the Heavenly Father 

* Affirmation of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

   the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  

   and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

   from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church,  

   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

* Gloria Patri  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost,  

   as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   

Amen, Amen. 

* Ritual of Friendship 

 

 

 

 

  * universal 



 
 

Children’s Moment Larry Contri 
Following the Children's Moment, children (kindergarten through second grade) 

will be escorted to Children’s Church.  Parents must pick up their child(ren) from the 

first floor classroom after the worship service. 

Act of Centering No. 277  Tell Me the Stories of Jesus (v. 1, 2) 

Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 

   things I would ask him to tell me if he were here: 

   scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea, stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture  Matthew 19:13-15 

Choral Anthem  

Sermon The good news is. . . protection and care for the vulnerable 
Rev. Monica Harbarger 

Pastoral Prayer with The Lord’s Prayer 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Offering 

* Doxology                         OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

   praise God, all creatures here below; praise God above, ye heav'nly host;  

   praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 



 
 

* Hymn of Praise No. 581 Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service 

* Benediction 

* Postlude 

_____________________________ 

 

Lent & Easter Opportunities 
 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP 

March 29 | 10:00am 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week as we recall Jesus’ triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem.  We will have our traditional palm parade with folks young and old waving their 

palm branches.  If you have children/youth, please have them meet Mrs. Stephanie and Ms. 

Diane in the foyer at 9:45am to get their palms and receive instructions for the processional. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP 

April 2 | 6:30pm 

Before we can celebrate the triumph of Christ’s resurrection on Easter, we must first journey 

with him through Holy Week to the cross.  Join us for a special time of worship in our Sanctuary 

on Maundy Thursday as we remember the last supper Jesus had with his disciples, hear the 

scriptures read, and reflect on the final moments of Jesus’ earthly life. 

CELEBRATE EASTER – BRUNCH + WORSHIP 

April 9 

Celebrate Easter with your church family and friends with breakfast, fellowship, and worship.  

We’ll have breakfast in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 8:30am.  Bring flowers from your lawn 

or the grocery store (no judgment here!) to decorate the Easter cross on the lawn.  We hope 

you’ll come enjoy time together with family and friends before worship begins at 10:00am. 

 



 
 

Connect + Grow + Serve 
______________________________ 

WOMEN’S COFFEE 

Wednesday, March 18 | 9:30am 

Ladies—come as you are, bring a friend, and let’s enjoy some great company together!  Our 

coffee gatherings happen each month on the third Wednesday at General (3813 Clairmont 

Avenue, Birmingham 35222).  

HAND TO HEART 

Wednesday, March 25 | 10:00am-12:00pm 

Through stitches and prayer, Hand to Heart shares comfort with those in need.  This prayer 

shawl ministry meets on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month in the archive room 

(first floor) and welcomes both experienced needleworkers and those who want to learn.  If you 

know someone who would be blessed by a prayer shawl, contact Barb Walker (205.672.9687). 

MINISTRY NEEDS FOR OUR UNHOUSED NEIGHBORS 
Our Unhoused Neighbors often need items to take with them (body wipes, toothbrushes/paste, 

underwear, etc.).  Drop off donations weekdays from 8–11am at Avondale Samaritan Place, 

bring them to worship on Sundays, or send them directly to us through our Amazon wishlist—

just scan the QR code in your bulletin. 

MONTHLY BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, April 14 | 6:30pm 

Join us each month on the second Tuesday at 6:30pm at the church to dive into thought-

provoking reads that center around faith, spirituality, religion, and more.  For April, we’re 

reading Theo of Golden by Allen Levi.  Come with an open mind, a curious spirit, and maybe a 

friend or two. 

 

 


